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Issues to Address

• Background on Childhood Sexual Abuse (CSA)
• HIV epidemic in Argentina
• Study Objectives and Methodology
• Preliminary results and conclusions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Background on CSA: picture internationally and specifically in Latin America and 
Why is it important to address CSA in the context of the HIV epidemic in Argentina: both issues are affecting women to a much greater extent
Study basics: objectives, methodology, describe ACASI technology, specialized software utilized for the administration of the surveys
Preliminary results, conclusions, and lessons learned



Childhood Sexual Abuse (CSA)

• 7%-36% of girls, 3%-69% of boys - WHO
• 2%-62% - prevalence other studies

Large prevalence ranges

WHY IS IT SO DIFFICULT TO STUDY CSA?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prevalence rang 2-62% comes from studies in: United States, El Salvador, and the United Kingdom
Difficult to study CSA due to:
 Under-reporting - case of CSA are rarely reported at the time of abuse occurrence
2) Prevalence data comes from asking adults about experiences in childhood….issues of recall
3) Many countries lack reliable and extensive reporting systems
4) No universal definition for CSA is used for research purposes…complicating the ability to compare studies
FROM “Guidelines for medico-legal care for victims of sexual violence”



Consequences of CSA:
WHAT DO WE KNOW?
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Presentation Notes
Childhood Sexual Abuse is not a phenomenon limited to a single sex; however, women are affected to a much greater extent, which implies gender inequality
Evidence suggests that women with a history of CSA are more at risk of adopting sexual risk behaviors during adolescence and adulthood, leaving them vulnerable to HIV and other STIs (similar associations have been demonstrated among other populations - MSM, etc.)
Studies show that women with CSA history are more likely to report:
1) Earlier sexual initiation
2) Involvement in sex work or prostitution
3) Multiple sex partners
4) Sex in exchange for money, drugs, or shelter
5) Increased instances of unsafe sex (infrequent condom use)
6) Sexual relations under the influence of alcohol or drugs







CSA - Latin America & Argentina

• Studies from 1990s: 17-32% of women  
• Recent studies (2008): 4.6-7.8% of women
• No national statistics in Argentina
• Argentine women are susceptible to HIV and 

CSA
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Data from Latin America is relatively inconclusive

No national statistics in Argentina - part of the problem is that very few cases of abuse are reported leading to poor collecting of violence data, for example, according to the National Ministry of Justice, Security, and Human Rights in 2005, only 1/3 of the sexual crimes against women are reported.

Argentine women, particularly adolescents and youth (15-24 years) comprise the majority of new HIV infections. Since women are susceptible simultaneously to HIV and CSA it is important to study whether or not the experience of childhood sexual abuse (or other experiences of sexual violence) affects knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors related to HIV/AIDS so that prevention programs can be designed which address both issues and the unique situation that Argentine women find themselves in.



30 - 36 million people living 
with HIV worldwide (2007)

1.5-2.1 million people                     
living with HIV in Latin 

America
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Important to remember that there is a lack of testing in Latin America, which may be one of the reasons why it is estimated that the number of people living with HIV in this region is actually higher than reported. 2/3 HIV-positive individuals in Latin America (Argentina) do not know their positive serostatus. 

20.5-23.6 million people living with HIV in Sub-Saharan Africa



Young Women and HIV/AIDS in Argentina
• 130,000 people living with HIV
• Feminization of the epidemic

– 1987: 92 men: 1 woman
– 2006: 1.5 men: 1 woman

• Young women are more vulnerable to HIV

Feminization of epidemic

Assess factors that may increase risk behaviors and HIV 
vulnerability among women

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prevalence rate of HIV/AIDS in Argentina = 0.6%
Women are vulnerable to HIV for biological, cultural, and economic reasons
If Childhood Sexual Abuse makes women more at risk to adopt sexual risk behaviors that make them vulnerable to HIV, then CSA must be analyzed among Argentine women to collect information that may help in HIV prevention programs in the future. 



Study of CSA and HIV risk among 
young women in Greater Buenos Aires

Objective: Analyze CSA and HIV risk among 
female adolescents and youth residents of 
Greater Buenos Aires, Argentina

Methodology: Exploratory, descriptive study

Sample: 88 female adolescents and young 
women (15-24 years), residents of low-income 
zones of Greater Buenos Aires

Questionnaire: Administered using ACASI
(Audio Computer-Assisted Self Interview) to 
increase reporting of sensitive issues

Effective in Argentina
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Presentation Notes
Objective: Specific objectives include:
		1) Determine rates of CSA, characteristics, and associated variables among a small sample of young women, residents of 			Greater Buenos Aires.
		2) Analyze consequences of CSA among young Argentine women, including sexual risk behaviors
		3) Analyze the use of ACASI (Audio Computer Assisted Self Interview) software for research in sexual violence in Argentina

Sample: women were recruited from healthcare centers and community organizations.

Questionnaire: developed based on existing research and published scales and and translated, adapted, and pilot tested in Spanish.

What is ACASI, benefits of using ACASI, etc. - REFERENCES TO STUDIES USING ACASI (drugs, sexual behaviors, sexual violence)
ACASI is a technology for use in research addressing sensitive issues: child abuse, intimate partner violence, drug and alcohol use, sexual risk behaviors, etc. 
ACASI new in Argentina!





Results: Sample Characteristics
N = 88 female adolescents and youth (15-24 yrs)

Age
 15-19 years: 62.5%
 20-24 years: 37.5% 

Nationality
 Argentine: 86.4%
 Paraguayan: 8.0%
 Bolivian: 5.7%

Educational Level
 “Secondary” complete or more: 27%
 15-19 year-olds “Secondary” 

incomplete: 58.2%
 20-24 years-olds “Secondary” complete: 

39.4%

Knowledge of HIV Transmission
 Vaginal Sex: 92.0%
 Anal Sex: 70.5%
 Oral Sex: 53.4%
 Sharing Needles: 90.9%
 Transfusions: 87.5%
 VT (preg.): 84.1%
 VT (birth): 71.6%
 VT (breastfeeding): 59.1%
 Tattoo needles: 86.4%
 Drinking mate: 87.5% (not a mode)
 Kissing: 85.2% (not a mode)

Discrimination
 High: 40.9%
 Medium: 30.7%
 Low: 28.4%

HIV Testing
 Tested at least 

once: 46.6%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
14-19 year-olds should at least have “secondary” incomplete to be on the proper track
20-24 year-olds should at least have “secondary” complete to be on the proper track



Sample Characteristics: Sexual Risk 
Behaviors

 Sexual Initiation      
between 14-16 years: 61%

 Condom Use during 
Sexual initiation: 58.7%

Condom Use during last 
sexual intercourse, stable 
partner: 26.2%

Frequency of Condom Use, past year
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Presentation Notes
Sexual initiation: out of 75 sexual active girls
Condom Use during Sexual initiation: out of 75 sexually active girls
Condom Use during last sexual intercourse, stable partner: out of 61 se



Sample Characteristics: CSA 

CSA (<18 years)
No CSA

85.2%

14.8%
Results: CSA

• 13 cases, 14.8% of sample

• 69.2% - abuse occurred 
more than once

• 5 cases - abuse was sexual 
initiation

Age
 15-19 years: 76.9%
 20-24 years: 23.1%

Nationality
 Argentine: 86.4%
 Bolivian: 15.4%   
 Paraguayan: 0%

Educational Level
 “Secondary” complete or more: 
23.1%
 15-19 year-olds “Secondary” 
incomplete: 70%
 20-24 years-olds <“Secondary” 
complete: 100%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Age, Nationality, and Educational Level NOT significantly associated with history of CSA

Sexual Initiation:
4 cases not sexual initiation
2 cases NOT sexually active
2 cases indeterminate



Correct HIV Transmission Knowledge, by mode
CSA vs. No CSA 
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General Correct HIV Transmission Knowledge 
(CSA vs. No CSA)
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Condom Use at Sexual Initiation:
 60% of sexually-active Non-CSA women used condoms during consented sexual initiation

 45.5% of sexually-active CSA women used condoms during consented sexual initiation

Sexual Risk Behaviors (CSA vs. No CSA)
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Condom Use, CSA vs. No CSA
Frequency Condom Use, Stable Sex Partner
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Condom Use, CSA vs. No CSA
Frequency Condom Use, 
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Preliminary Conclusions

 Study confirms ACASI as an 
effective tool

 Rate of CSA/sexual violence in 
sample falls within range 
reported by international studies

 Female adolescents and youth 
w/ CSA history report higher 
rates of:
 Consumption before/during sex
 Exchange of sex

 Female adolescents and youth 
w/ CSA history report:
 Lower overall HIV transmission 

knowledge

 Female adolescents and youth 
w/ CSA history are 
significantly more likely to:
 Report multiple sexual partners

 Sample w/ CSA history: using 
condoms, higher rates of use 
than non-abused girls

 Lessons learned

 Limitations

 Further Research

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ACASI was very well received by the interviewees and seems to be an effective strategy to increase reporting of sensitive issues in Argentina.
100% of the young girl and adolescents said they thought ACASI was a good program, easy to use, and helped them respond sincerely to the question
CSA/sexual violence rates fall within previously reported ranges, but the rate seems to be greater than recent rates reported in Central America

Women with CSA histories reported increased rates of multiple sexual partners, use of substances before/during sex, exchange of sex for money, drugs, shelter, and some lack of condom use behaviors (lack of condom use during sexual initiation)

Final Conclusions: Study was exploratory and descriptive….need to expand the sample size in the future to really understand the correlations. This study has important findings in terms of tendencies of female adolescents and youth who have experienced CSA which need to be investigated further.
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